JOINT FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL
PUBLIC NOTICE
October 13, 2026

The Federal Emergency Management Agency and Florida Division of Emergency Management have received the following
application for Federal grant funding. Final notice is hereby given of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA)
consideration to provide funding in the form of Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. Funds will be provided in accordance with Section
404 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, Public Law 93-288, as amended.

Under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), federal actions must be reviewed and evaluated for feasible alternatives and
for social, economic, historic, environmental, legal, and safety considerations. Under Executive Order (EO) 11988 and EO 11990
FEMA is required to consider alternatives to and to provide public notice of any proposed actions in or affecting floodplains or
wetlands.

Funding for the proposed project will be conditional upon compliance with all applicable federal, tribal, state and local laws,
regulations, floodplain standards, permit requirements and conditions.

Applicant:
Tri-County Electric Cooperative

Project Title:
HMGP 4828-120-R (285) — Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc., Aucilla-Greenville, Infrastructure Storm Hardening

Location of Proposed Work:

Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc. proposes to provide protection to the existing power supply system located within Jefferson and
Madison Counties, Florida in zip codes 32331 and 32344. The project spans approximately 9 miles along two segments of a
distribution line: one beginning at the substation on Salt Road, north to Highway 90, then east along Highway 90, and the second
segment along North Grand Avenue to Greenville.

Proposed Work and Purpose:

TCEC is proposing to remove and re-install 165 three-phase distribution poles rated for higher windspeeds along the ~9 mile project
corridor. The purpose of the project is to protect this segment of TCEC’s electrical grid from damage and resulting service disruption
due to high wind events such as tropical systems and severe storms.

Project Alternatives:

The alternatives to the project that have been and will be considered are 1) the “No Action” alternative and 2) converting the existing
service to an underground configuration. The “No Action” alternative has been reviewed and rejected, as it is important to protect
TCEC’s distribution system from the existing and growing risk of high wind weather events. The underground conversion alternative
was considered but ultimately rejected. The cost to convert this segment to an underground configuration would be significantly
higher than installing stronger [overhead] poles, and the required excavation work would represent a significant increase in the
footprint of overall ground disturbance.

Comment Period:

Comments are solicited from the public; local, state or federal agencies; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate
the impacts of the proposed project. The comments should be made in writing and addressed to the Florida Division of Emergency
Management, Bureau of Recovery and Mitigation, 2489 Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100. These are due within 15
days of this notice (10/13/2026). The State will forward comments to applicable regulatory agencies as needed. Interested persons
may submit comments, obtain more detailed information about the proposed action, or request a copy of the findings by contacting:

Kaitlynn Culpepper (239) 656-2236

Tri County Electric Cooperative Inc. kculpepper@tcec.com
State Environmental Specialist Team

Florida Division of Emergency Management MitigationEnvironmental @em.myflorida.com



